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• Seven Counties 
• Three Tribal Nations 

• Colville, Kalispel, and Spokane 
• Design, build, and maintain state highways 

• 3,600 lane miles 
• 1,560 centerline miles 

• Major Corridors: 
• I-90 
• US 2 
• US 195 
• US 395 

• Snow & Ice 
• 100 pieces of equipment 
• Truck plows 
• De-ice 

• Region highway construction budget 
• About 75% goes to the 

private sector 
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North Spokane Corridor/NSC 
•   When complete, the North       
    Spokane Corridor will be a 60- 
    mile per hour, 10.5 mile limited  
    access corridor, linking I-90 on  
    the south, to existing US 2 and  
    US 395 on the north. 
 
•   The NSC is ranked 19th on the 
    Congressional High Priority      
    Corridor List, for the National  
    Highway System. 
    
•   Cultural studies were an  
     important component of the 
     early environmental work. 
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US 395/North Spokane Corridor 
 What’s been accomplished 

 Corridor environmental process, Right of Way acquisition 

 11 construction contracts completed 2001-2012 

 Opened first segment to traffic in August 2009 

(Francis to Farwell) 

 Opened US 2 Interchange in November 2011 

 Opened US 2 to Wandermere and US 395 connection on June 13, 

2012 

 Opened Francis to Farwell-Southbound Lanes in August, 2012 

 Opened Parksmith Road Interchange yesterday 

 Opened Children of the Sun Trail adjacent to open freeway sections 

 Received $10 million TIGER  IV Grant for 1st rail realignment job 

 Purchased  578 right of way parcels to date 

 
 

 
 

 



Where we are now 
 Francis Avenue Bridge project will begin construction in 2012 

 BNSF Railway Realignment and Trail Extension starts in 2013 

 Continue to purchase right of way parcels 

 Awaiting further construction funding 

 Analyzing design in continued effort to reduce cost 
 



Value Engineering Studies 

• Value engineering analysis is a  
  systematic process of reviewing  
  project by a multidisciplinary team 
 

• Value engineering analyses are to  
  identify ideas that might reduce  
  cost improve design and/or  
  constructability, and identify other     
  value improvements 

• Used to identify methods to  
  reduce costs from Farncis to  
  the Spokane river 
• Latest study in progress to  
  analyze connections to I-90   
  and interim design from  
  Spokane River to I-90 

• Value engineering approach includes    
   analysis of Tribal concerns and  
   connections. 



 

What we need to complete the project 

 Funding for remaining right of way, design and 

construction ($1.3B) for ultimate build-out 

 $260 Million to build from Spokane River to 

Francis Ave. 



• Connects Lincoln & 
Ferry Counties 

• Only non-mountain 
pass, State Highway 
access to Ferry County 
and the Colville 
Reservation 

• 1.25 mile wide crossing 
• Toll free since state 

operation began in 
1931 

• Existing vessel over 64 
years old and needs to 
be replaced 
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Keller Ferry 



Damage and Repairs 

Damaged Area A larger section needed to be 
replaced to reach metal that met the 

hull thickness requirements. 

October 2009 out of service due to hull leaks 
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New Vessel – MV Sanpoil 
• 100 Ton class 
• 116 feet in length 
• Capacity –  

• 20 passenger vehicles; or 
• Two, 80,000 lb single trailer trucks & 9 

passenger vehicles; or 
•  1 double trailer combination & 8    
     passenger vehicles  

• Using existing terminals 
• Refurbish north terminal 
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• Ferry Construction 
• Awarded to Foss Maritime 
• Two year construction 
• Built at Foss facility near 

Longview, WA 
• Assembled at Crescent 

Bay near Grand Coulee 
Dam 

• Delivery in Summer, 2013 
 



Vessel Funding 
• Approximate cost $12 million 

 
• Federal STP-MVA 

• $9.64 million 
• Colville Tribe  

• $2 million 
• State of Washington 

• $361,000 
 

Terminal Refurbishing 
• Federal Discretionary Ferry Funds 

• $1.6 million 
• State of Washington 

• $37,404 
 

 



MV Sanpoil Construction Progress 



US 2 Route Development Plan 

Working with 
Kalispel and 
Spokane Tribes 
on US 2 traffic 
issues and other 
roads in the 
Airway Heights 
area. 



WSDOT/Eastern Washington Tribal Liasion 
 

Megan Nicodemus 

Coordinates transportation issues with tribes in Eastern Region, 
North Central Region, and South Central Region  

and neighboring states 
 
 

509-324-6202 
 

nicodem@wsdot.wa.gov 
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