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Overview 

• Grant Assurances 

• Airport Grant Program 
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Grant Assurances 



What are Grant Assurances? 

• Grant assurances are terms and conditions 
used to protect the public’s investment in the 
aviation system. 

• They require airport sponsors to maintain and 
operate their facilities safely, efficiently and in 
accordance with specified conditions. 

• They apply to both public-agency and 
privately-owned public-use airports. 



Why did WSDOT update grant assurances? 

• Protect WSDOT’s investment in the aviation system 
• Maintain a healthy and strong state system 
• Efficiently distribute public funds in a manner that meets state 

laws, industry standards and requirements 
• Increase accountability to the legislature and citizens of 

Washington State 
• Protect future airport capacity 
• Discourage non-compatible land uses 
• Preserve airports for aviation purposes 
• Prevent gift of public assets 
• Protect airport land values and airport lessees 
• Minimize future costs associated with land purchases 



WSDOT’s Existing Airport Aid 
Grant Agreement 

• Compliance with plans and specifications 

• Real property acquisition procedures 

• Local jurisdiction funds availability 

• Maintain public access for  useful life of a project, not 
to exceed 20 years 

• Airport shall not charge state agencies for 
limited/reasonable use 

• Inspections and Reporting 



WSDOT’s New Grant Assurances 
 References to state RCWs, WACs and 

Executive Orders 
 Good title 
 Preserving rights and powers 
 Consistency with local plans 
 Consideration of local interest 
 Consultation with users 
 Public hearings 
 Air and water quality standards 
 Pavement preventive maintenance 
 Accounting system, audit, and 

recordkeeping requirements 
 Wage rates 
 Nondiscrimination requirements 
 Equal employment opportunity (EEO) 

responsibilities 
 Veteran's preference 

 
 

 Planning projects 
 Operation and maintenance 
 Hazard removal and mitigation 
 Compatible land use 
 Economic nondiscrimination 
 Fee and rental structure 
 Airport revenues 
 Land for state facilities 
 Airport layout plan 
 Disposal of land 
 Engineering and design services 
 Foreign market restrictions 
 Policies, standards, and specifications 
 Disadvantaged business enterprises 
 Hangar construction 



What was the process for developing 
new grant assurances? 

• Policy recommendation from Aviation Planning Council – July 2009 
• Changes to RCW 47.68.090 paved the way for investing in 

private/public use airports – May 2009 
• WSDOT prepares DRAFT grant assurances – November 2012 
• Technical Advisory Committee – December 2012 
• Airport sponsor public comment period – January 2013 
• Attorney General review – January 2013 
• Proposed rule making public comment period – February 2013 
• Public hearing/adoption of WAC 468-260 – March 13, 2013 
• WAC to be published – April 9, 2013 
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Airport Investments 



WSDOT Airport Aid Program 

   WSDOT Aviation under RCW 47.68.090 may 
render financial assistance by grant or loan to 
municipalities, federally recognized Indian tribes, 
and person or persons acting in the planning, 
acquisition, construction, improvement, 
maintenance or operation of airports.  All such 
moneys are to be dispersed or expended in 
accordance with the terms and conditions upon 
which they were made available. 



•   136 public use airports 
 

•   64 airports included in  
National Plan of Integrated  
Airport Systems (NPIAS) 

 
•   Ownership: 

– WSDOT - 16 
– County - 10 
– City/Town – 40 
– Port District - 33 
– Joint - 5 
– Private – 30 
– Airport Authority - 2 

 

Washington State Aviation System 



Where does airport aid funding come from? 

• $.11 per gallon tax on general aviation fuel 
 

• $15.00 aircraft registration fee 
 

• 10% of excise tax collected 



WSDOT Airport Aid Program Funding 

 

• Approximately $2 million per biennium 
 

• Maximum $250,000 per grant cycle 
 

• 5% minimum local match 
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Airport Aid Allocation 

Airport Type Project Type 

  Pavement 
  
  

75% 

Safety 

  
  

15% 

Maintenance, Security & 
Planning 

 
10% 

Smaller Airports 

Less than 20 based aircraft or ineligible 
for federal funds 

(55%) 
41% 8% 6% 

Larger Airports 
Federally funded airports  
(45%)  34% 7% 4% 
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2011 - 2013 Biennium Airport Aid Grants 
 

 
2011 2012 

Airports Awarded Grants 26 23 
Projects 30 29 

   Pavement Projects  $        746,983   $        858,130  
Safety Projects  $        247,418   $         90,580  

Maintenance, Planning, & Other Projects  $        114,000   $         45,100  
Security Projects  $           7,500   $           5,000  
Runway Safety  $                -     $                -    
Total Airport Aid Grants  $     1,115,901   $        998,809  

   Total Airport Aid Grants for 2011-2013 Biennium $2,114,710 

   
   Total Projects Awarded 59 

 
   Note: Information is current at time of grant award. Final data is subject to change because 
1) Sponsor acceptance of grant award and 2) Exact grant amounts may change according 
to final project bid totals. 

Grant History 
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2013 Grant Cycle 

• Grant Application Deadline – May 17 
 

• Grant Award Decisions – 1st week of July 
 



How to stay informed 
• Website – www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation  

• Subscribe to Aviation News Service 
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For more information please contact: 
 

Eric Johnson 
WSDOT Aviation 

360-651-6303 
johnsel@wsdot.wa.gov  

or  
www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation 
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