
The Washington State Department of 
Transportation and its contractor, Guy F. Atkinson 
Construction, LLC, in cooperation with the City 
of Bellevue, have broken ground on a project 
to improve traffic between I-405 and SR 520. 
To make room for several ramp improvements, 
crews first need to replace the NE 12th Street 
Bridge over I-405 with a longer, wider bridge. 
Once complete, the new bridge will have a 
trail separated from traffic for pedestrians and 
bicyclists. 

NE 12th Street lane closures
We will close two of four lanes and one sidewalk 
on the NE 12th Street Bridge over I-405 for two 
years while building the new bridge. There will 
be several full closures of the bridge at night to 
prepare for the traffic shift. We will need to close 
the bridge for a weekend during demolition. 
Crews will build the new bridge in stages. For the 
first stage, the south half of the bridge will close 
and two-way traffic will use the north half. For the 
second stage (after the new south half of bridge 
is built), the north half of the bridge will close and 
traffic will use the south half.

Keep traffic moving
Drivers should use alternate routes, such as •	
the new NE 10th Street.
Pedestrians should use the NE 10th Street •	
Bridge or the sidewalk on the north side of the 
12th Street Bridge during phase 1 (Feb. 2010 - spring 
2011); the south side during phase 2 (spring 2011 - 
spring 2012).

Area businesses and residents should expect some noise, 
vibration and other effects during construction.

Project benefits
•	 Safety. The project improves safety by reducing 

congestion related collisions. In addition, this project 
enhances local pedestrian and bicycle access with a 
wider NE 12th Street bridge that will include a trail for 
bicyclists and pedestrians.

•	 Congestion relief. The project improves traffic flow 
by reducing backups on the highest volume ramp 
on the I-405 corridor: from northbound I-405 to                                                                       
eastbound SR 520. A new ramp from the NE 10th 
Street Bridge at I-405 gives drivers direct access to SR 

520 from downtown Bellevue, with a choice to bypass 
or exit at 124th Ave NE. The project also will decrease 
congestion on NE Eighth Street, improving downtown 
Bellevue traffic.

For more information
www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/i405/ne8thtosr520/
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