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NATIONAL HYBRID, ELECTRIC, AND PLUG-IN HYBRID VEHICLE SALES 
 
 Hybrid, electric, and plug-in sales plugged along in June, HybridCars (Cobb, July 
2, 2015) plugs. It was not the best of times, nor was it the worst of times.1 June 
automobile sales were generally strong, which is a typical seasonal occurrence. The three 
sectors we are interested in generally followed the rest of the market, and in some cases 
did a little better than the market. 
 
 As HybridCars acknowledges, the hybrid market depends on how well the three 
Prii sell. Prius sales were down from May, but still had better sales than they have had 
most of the year. Several models of hybrids, like the Nissan Pathfinder, have been 
discontinued, so sales are dropping. New models will be introduced in the fall and spring, 
so sales are expected to pick up. Even though hybrid sales were moderate, the sector 
improved on its take of the new car market, taking 2.2% of sales. 
 
 Electric cars, with 0.47% of the new car market, improved on its market share, 
largely on the performance of Tesla sales. Tesla took 40% of the electric market, while 
number two Leaf took 30%. Tesla sales improved over May and last June, while almost 
all other electric cars were down. At least in Washington State, sales were stimulated 
because the sales tax exemption on electric cars was due to expire on June 30, intrepid 
Northwest News Network report Tom Banse2 (June 23, 2015) bounced. The tax break 
could be worth around $9,000 for a Seattle area Tesla buyer. The Seattle Tesla dealership 
reported their work load doubled in the last two months.  
                                         
1 Apologies to Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities, London: Chapman & Hall, 1859. 
2 And Hybrid Report subscriber. 

mailto:smithtm@wsdot.wa.gov
http://www.hybridcars.com/june-2015-dashboard/
http://nwnewsnetwork.org/post/expiring-tax-break-jolts-electric-car-sales?nopop=1
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 Plug-in Hybrids also improved their take of the overall market, even though it was 
a mere 0.23%. The Volt lead the market with 36% of the plug-in market, however Volt 
sales were lower than previous months, primarily because production has been suspended 
pending introduction of the new version.  
 
 The while all the stats on all three sectors may appear middling, the three sectors 
generally did better than the new car market as a whole. HybridCars thinks that the 
market will improve over the next few months as new models and upgrades of old 
models are introduced. 
   
HYBRIDS 
   
  Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, the Queen of the United Kingdom and 
Her other Realms and Territories, Head of the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith, 
just acquired a diesel-electric Range Rover State Review, Stuff (Moore, June 21, 2015) 
states. The State Review was rolled out for Her Majesty’s review of the Royal Welsh 
Regiment and presentation of new Regimental Colors in Cardiff. Her Majesty’s subjects 
will be able to buy a version of the hybrid Range Rover next year.   
 
 It should not come as a surprise that IHS Automotive has found that the United 
States leads the world in sales of plug-in hybrid and electric cars (Whitlock, Renewable 
Energy Magazine, July 8, 2015), but as a percentage of vehicles sold, Norway takes the 
crown. Electrified vehicles, both battery and plug-in hybrids, account for 1/3 of new 
vehicles registered in Norway. While the registration rate is much lower in the U. S., at 
about 1 in 100 vehicles, during the first quarter of 2015, there were 15,000 registrations 
in the U. S. for 8,000 in Norway. China is number two at 13,000 registrations.  
 
 A group at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburg is developing a student’s idea 
to charge hybrid commercial trucks by installing a hybrid storage battery and electric 
motor between under the trailer, American Trucker (Kilcarr, July 8, 2015) tries. The 
battery sits between the wheels on the trailers suspension system. It uses the brake energy 
to help charge the batteries. The additional weight between the wheels also adds stability 
to the trailer itself. The team has installed their system on two trailers and hopes to have 
20 trailers on the road to collect data on the efficiency the system offers. 
 
ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
 
  Norway’s postal service, Posten Norge, procured 330 electric vehicles, Post & 
Parcel (June 18, 2015) posted. The order of Renault and Nissan electric vehicles brings 
the Norwegian postal fleet to over 900 electrics. Posten Norge operates one of the largest 
auto fleets in Scandinavia and is committed to bringing down its greenhouse gas 
emissions. The post office will use the new vehicles in urban areas.  
 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/motoring/lifestyle-vehicles/69376554/queen-gets-new-hybrid-range-rover
http://www.renewableenergymagazine.com/article/norway-leads-the-global-ev-market-report-20150708
http://www.renewableenergymagazine.com/article/norway-leads-the-global-ev-market-report-20150708
http://news.trucker.com/blog/students-trod-new-hybrid-path?NL=AT-01&Issue=AT-01_20150714_AT-01_830&sfvc4enews=42&cl=article_5_b&utm_rid=CPENT000000000655&utm_campaign=2630&utm_medium=email&elq2=676cecad026047a19726b4a0d80ce353
http://postandparcel.info/65771/news/environment-news-2/norway-post-to-add-330-electric-vehicles-to-fleet/
http://postandparcel.info/65771/news/environment-news-2/norway-post-to-add-330-electric-vehicles-to-fleet/
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 Back in April 2015, the National Automotive Dealers Association released its 
Electric Vehicle Retention Report Card, which discusses how used electric cars hold their 
value. Generally, electric cars lose value quickly, although a few high-end models retain 
value. Electric cars retain between 83 to 35% of their value after the first year, compared 
to 70 to 62% for gasoline cars. Tesla and Porsche electrics lead the pack in retention, 
while the Nissan Leaf and Mitsubishi i-MiEV are at the bottom.  
 
 Washington State’s sales tax exemption for electric vehicles was set to expire on 
June 30, 2015, however, a last minute vote extended a modified version of the exemption 
until June 30, 2019 Northwest Public Radio (Banse, July 2, 2015) radiated. The tax 
exemption now includes plug-in hybrids, if the plug-in can get 30 miles in electric-only 
mode, and it caps the exemption to cars that cost less than $35,000. This means the 
Nissan Leaf still gets a tax break, while the Tesla and BMW i3 are no longer eligible. The 
eligibility of the Volt depends on what you load the car with. Volts start at just under 
$35,000, but with options, quickly jumps over the threshold. It appears the Prius Plug-in 
is not eligible because it does not get the requisite 30 miles in electric-only. The 
legislation also increased the annual renewal fee that electric car owners have to pay by 
$50. This fee was also extended to plug-in hybrid owners, but again, the plug-in must get 
30 miles in electric-only mode. See Second Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5987 for 
more information. 
 
 The Editor’s former home state of Georgia3 ended its electric car incentive 
program effective July 1, 2015 and created a $200 electric vehicle fee. The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution  (Simmons, June 25, 2015) considered. However, when the 
Department of Revenue sent out bills for registrations due in July, the revenuers 
mistakenly sent bills to owners of hybrid cars, which do not have to pay the fee. 
Georgians who received the bills by mistake can go to their local county office to get the 
bill fixed.  
 
 While some U. S. states reduce or eliminate incentives to buy electric, the 
President of the tiny island nation of Seychelles in the Indian Ocean abolished import 
duties on electric cars, the Seychelles News Agency (Uranie, June 29, 2015) admits. 
President James Michel announced the elimination of the duty at his annual address to the 
90,000 residents. Hybrid cars also get a break, with the duty reduced to 5% of the value 
of the car.   
 
 One of the arguments against electric cars is that they could be an undue drain on 
the power grid. A study by the Australian Energy Market Operator found that will not be 
the case (Vorrath, Renew Economy, June 29, 2015). The reason for the non-issue, in 
Australia, at least, is that electric vehicles just aren’t being adopted in large numbers. The 
lack of government policy and incentives to support the vehicles and the relative high 
cost to buy are some of the factors in the lack of electric car adoption. The vehicles will 
                                         
3 1961-1972. 

http://img03.en25.com/Web/NADAUCG/%7B413f55a5-807f-4b2e-8310-48cd4aeb40da%7D_April_2015_NADA_Perspective.pdf
http://nwpr.org/post/tesla-bmw-culled-washington-state-electric-car-sales-tax-break
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2015-16/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5987-S.PL.pdf
http://commuting.blog.ajc.com/2015/06/25/new-fees-mistakenly-imposed-on-hybrid-car-owners/
http://commuting.blog.ajc.com/2015/06/25/new-fees-mistakenly-imposed-on-hybrid-car-owners/
http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/articles/3237/Seychelles+President+announces+removal+of+import+duty+on+electric+cars
http://reneweconomy.com.au/2015/electric-vehicles-to-have-negligible-impact-on-grid-says-aemo-even-in-2035-2035
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also have less impact on the grid because of the adoption of solar power panels 
throughout Australia.  
 
 Orange EV, an outfit located near Kansas City, got its first orders for its electric 
terminal tractor, The Kansas City Star (Hack, July 1, 2015) states. For some time, the 
company converted gas and diesel terminal tractors to electric for proof of concept tests. 
After proving that their electric tractor can move freight in trailer transfer facilities for 24 
hours on a charge, the company took its first orders. Orange EV is building the heavy-
duty vehicles in Chicago.  
 
 At the request of the U. S. Congress, the National Academy of Science released a 
report on overcoming barriers to deployment of plug-in electric vehicles entitled 
Overcoming Barriers to Deployment of Plug-in Electric Vehicles (2015). The exhaustive 
report examines who buys electric cars and why, and who does not and why not. It makes 
many findings and recommendations. To be honest, we did not read the entire report, but 
here are some of the findings and recommendations: 1) “vehicle cost is a substantial 
barrier to PEV deployment” (p.7), therefore, without federal incentives, electric vehicles 
are not competitive with standard vehicles; 2) lower costing and more efficient batteries 
are the primary driver in the excess cost, thus more research must be done to make 
batteries cheaper and better; and 3) no further federal direct investment in charging 
infrastructure because further research is needed on the relationship between charger use 
and electric car adoption. The report specifically recommends that funding incentives 
should be in the form of tax exemptions and rebates at point of sale rather than at a later 
time when filing taxes. The report cites research that shows that a reduction in price at the 
time of purchase is a much stronger incentive than the promise of a future payment that 
buyers may discover that they are not eligible for. The study is available at the National 
Academy website in a free PDF or from the National Academies Press in paperback for 
about $60. Former Washington State DOT employee and current Hybrid Report 
subscriber Jeff Doyle was on the Committee that put this study together.  
 
 The Oregon Government Ethics Commissioned ruled that Oregon state employees 
are required to pay the full cost of charging or the State must include the cost of charging 
in employee compensation, East Oregonian (Borrud, July 5, 2015) originates. State law, 
the Commission ruled, says public employees cannot use their position for private gain, 
which would be the case if said employees were allowed to charge their electric cars for 
free or at reduced costs. Due to the ruling, the Department of Administrative Services 
will charge $20 per month for state employees who want to have access to charging 
stations.   
 
 City of Indianapolis employees who are authorized to bring electric cars home are 
no longer authorized to charge their city cars at home, the Indianapolis Star (Tuohy, July 
9, 2015) states. Five employees reported that the city-owned cars blew electric circuits 
and two reported damage to the electric outlets. The city and Vision Fleet, which 
provides, the cars will inspect employees’ home electric systems to ensure the home is 

http://www.kansascity.com/news/business/article25963792.html
http://www.nap.edu/catalog/21725/overcoming-barriers-to-deployment-of-plug-in-electric-vehicles
http://www.eastoregonian.com/eo/capital-bureau/20150705/state-employees-must-pay-full-cost-of-charging-electric-vehicles
http://www.indystar.com/story/news/2015/07/09/city-tells-workers-stop-charging-electric-cars-home/29919687/
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adequate for charging or if rewiring is required. The original agreement between the 
Indianapolis and Vision Fleet was to inspect the homes prior to issuing the cars, but the 
City decided an education program was cheaper. About 100 Indianapolis employees, 
mostly police officers and building inspectors, have take-home electric cars.  
 
 The U. S. Navy plans to lease 300 to 600 passenger electric vehicles for Naval 
installations around California, The Naval Facilities Engineering Command (July 13, 
2015) announced. To facilitate their facilities adding fleet vehicles, the Navy is inviting 
interested parties to a forum at the California Environmental Protection Agency 
Headquarters in Sacramento on July 21. The meeting will allow the Navy and business 
brainstorm ways to provide the fleet and get the most out of Federal and State incentives. 
 
 We have chronicled, in this Report, the problem of ICEing, or where an internal 
combustion engine vehicle parks in an electric car charging station parking space, 
rendering the space unavailable to drivers of electric cars who need a charge. There 
seems to be another problem plaguing electric car chargers: the electric car that has 
overstayed its welcome. It seems that some electric car owners park at a spot to charge 
their car and then leave the car long after the car has charged. The Blink charger network 
has a solution: a charge for not charging, or as they call it, the Charger Occupancy fee. 
Blink will begin charging 8 cents per minute if a car remains hooked to a charger 15 
minutes after the car is charged, the company announced in an email (Blink Network, 
Blink Network Enhancements & Post-Charging Occupancy Fees, July 13, 2015) sent to 
members of the Blink network. Blink says it has made improvements to its mobile 
application that will provide more accurate and detailed charger status in conjunction 
with the new charge. Hybrid Report subscriber Tom Banse forwarded us a copy of the 
blink email.  
 
 The proliferation of French charging stations and French charging station 
networks has lead the French Government to issue a requirement that the networks work 
together and allow French drivers subscribed to one network the ability to charge at 
another, Les Echos, Amiot, July 5, 2015) repeats. To facilitate the effort, French charging 
networks have Afirev, an association that will allow charging networks to transfer 
charges among members.  
   
ALTERNATIVE FUELS  
  
  Honda, which made the only compressed natural gas car on the U. S. market is 
discontinuing the vehicle, Automotive News (Boudette, June 15, 2015) notes. Honda says 
that they gave it a good try, but fuel infrastructure never developed so people just didn’t 
buy the cars. Instead, Honda will concentrate on hybrid, electric, and hydrogen vehicles. 
Honda also will take the Civic hybrid off the market, but will introduce a new Accord 
hybrid in 2018 and a fuel cell vehicle next year. Once a market leader with the original 
Insight, Honda has not done well with their hybrids.  
 

https://www.neco.navy.mil/synopsis/detail.aspx?id=430856
http://us2.campaign-archive1.com/?u=27cf015daa8ea4ba2f6debcf7&id=c704398ccf&e=5d513fa352
http://www.lesechos.fr/industrie-services/automobile/021187259679-voiture-electrique-letat-va-unifier-le-reseau-de-recharges-1134589.php
http://www.autonews.com/article/20150615/OEM05/150619915/honda-will-drop-cng-vehicles-to-focus-on-hybrids-evs?cciid=email-autonews-daily
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 The California Air Resources Board (CARB) has revised its tax rebates for 
alternative fuel vehicles, Jalopnik (Lavrinc, July 6, 2015) reports. The amount of the 
rebate under the new schedule depends both on the fuel source of the car and income 
level. The highest level rebates are given for fuel cell vehicles with low to moderate 
incomes. A family or individual who earns less than 300% of the federal poverty level 
can get a $6,500 rebate for a fuel cell vehicle, $4,000 for a battery electric, and $3,000 for 
a plug-in hybrid. Middle income, those who earn 300% of the federal poverty level up to 
$500,000 for a family (this is California) can get rebates of $5,000 for fuel cells, $2,500 
for battery electric cars, and $1,500 for plug-in hybrids. The richest Californians only get 
a $5,000 rebate for fuel cell vehicles. They have been cut off the rebate program for 
battery and plug-in vehicles. The old CARB electric car incentive was $2,500 regardless 
of income level.  
 
COMING TO A LOCATION NEAR YOU: The latest news on new charging stations 
which may or may not be somewhere close to you. 
   
 United States: The Governor of Nevada, Brian Sandoval, has declared U. S. 
Route 95 between Las Vegas and Reno Nevada’s Electric Highway, television station 
KOLO 8 (June 16, 2015) broadcast. NV Energy and the Governor’s Office of Energy are 
recruiting business that will install charging stations along the route between the State’s 
two major urban centers. Most of Nevada’s charging stations are in the urban areas, so 
this program is to encourage charging stations along the route. Business that apply and 
are selected will receive funding assistance of some sort to install a fast charger and two 
level 2 chargers. 
 
 Chesterton, Indiana, installed its very first charging station, Northwest Indiana 
Times (Stefanski, June 19, 2015) tells. The charger, provided with the assistance of power 
company NIPSCO, will be free to chargers.  
 
 The Northstar Rail station in Ramsey, Minnesota has a new charging station, ABC 
Newspapers (Community Contributor, June 18, 2015) reports. The station was installed 
as part of the American Lung Association’s Twin Cities Clean Cities Coalition. 
 
 The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center installed two PowerPost 
chargers at the Houston facility, PR Newswire (Telefonix, June 24, 2015) wires. The 
chargers are made by a company called Telefonix. 
 
 Ohio University, not to be confused with The Ohio State University, in Athens, 
Ohio, will install ten charging stations on campus this summer, The Athens Messenger 
(Robb, June 25, 2015) messages. Two of the stations will be for a car owned by the 
university which is available to faculty and staff to rent, while the others will be available 
to students and employees.  
 

http://jalopnik.com/rich-are-officially-cut-off-from-california-s-electric-1716052829
http://www.kolotv.com/home/headlines/Governor-and-NV-Energy-Announce-Nevada-Electric-Highway-307684111.html
http://www.nwitimes.com/news/local/porter/duneland/chesterton/chesterton-launches-first-electric-vehicle-charging-station/article_4bc11c42-f505-59fa-a1cb-0fdff8aa3e03.html
http://www.nwitimes.com/news/local/porter/duneland/chesterton/chesterton-launches-first-electric-vehicle-charging-station/article_4bc11c42-f505-59fa-a1cb-0fdff8aa3e03.html
http://abcnewspapers.com/2015/06/18/electric-vehicle-charging-station-in-ramsey/
http://abcnewspapers.com/2015/06/18/electric-vehicle-charging-station-in-ramsey/
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/the-university-of-texas-md-anderson-cancer-center-installs-powerpost-electric-vehicle-ev-chargers-to-encourage-ev-proliferation-300103839.html
http://www.athensmessenger.com/news/ou-to-install-electric-vehicle-charging-stations/article_5262d80f-9016-5602-8c3b-7a9ab39f6ede.html
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 Oklahoma City’s Outlet Shoppes opened an undisclosed number of Tesla 
chargers, News OK (Bailey, June 26, 2015) barely said. That’s it.  
 
 A Tesla charging station was also opened at Kingsmill Resort, near Williamsburg, 
Virginia,4 the Williamsburg Yorktown Daily (Staff, June 27, 2015) dealt. This is the 
second electric car charging station in the Williamsburg-Jamestown-Yorktown Historic 
Triangle.  
 
 Edwardsville, Illinois, outside Saint Louis, MO, opened a charger behind City 
Hall, the Belleville News-Democrat (Bustos, July 6, 2015) demonstrated. This is the 
second charger in town, but one of seven chargers installed along the former Route 66 
under former Governor Pat Quinn’s plan to electrify the historic highway and allow a 
new generation of driver to get their kicks on Route Six-Six.5  
 
 Around the World: Dubai got its first “green charger,” Emirates 24/7 News 
(Wam, June 20, 2015) notes. The charger was installed at Dubai Electricity and Water 
Authority headquarters and is part of a planned 100 charger network. Hybrid Report 
subscriber Perry Gross sent this report in.  
 
 Bass Family Farms near Palisades-Kepler State Park has the newest Tesla 
charging station in Iowa, KCRG Chanel 9 (Franzman, July 9, 2015) reports. Unlike many 
Tesla chargers, this is not a Tesla Super Charger, and other cars, with an adapter, can use 
the charger. Only Teslas can use a Tesla Super Charger.  
 
 The state of Western Australia, which happens to be in the western part of 
Australia, opened its electric highway with a charger in Perth, News Limited (Vickery, 
June 22, 2015) says. The electric highway will have chargers in cities throughout the state 
for Western Australia’s 130 registered electric cars. 
 
 Cheshire East, in England, is getting six charging stations with funding from the 
United Kingdom’s Office for Low Emission Vehicles, Wilmslow (Reeves, June 22, 2015) 
reports. The fast chargers will be located around various shopping areas. 
 
 Electric car-driving visitors to Science North science centre in Sudbury, Canada, 
have a new level 2 charging station at which to charge, Northern Life (Staff, June 23, 
2015) notes. While there is no indication as to the charge for a charge, chargers should 
check in at the desk of the science centre. 
 
 Also in Canada, two new fast chargers were installed as part of the Electric 
Circuit in Quebec, CNW (Hydro-Quebec, June 26, 2015) reports. One charge was 
installed at AddEnergie’s office, while the other was installed at CAA-Quebec.  

                                         
4 Editor’s home from 1973-1975 and again in 1983 and 1987. 
5 Bobby Troup, “(Get Your Kicks on) Route 66,” Burke-Van Heuse, Inc., Chappel Morris Ltd., 1946. 

http://newsok.com/okc-mall-gets-superchargers-for-tesla-model-s-electric-cars/article/5429996
http://wydaily.com/2015/06/27/local-news-kingsmill-resort-gets-electric-vehicle-charging-station/
http://www.bnd.com/news/local/article26574478.html
http://www.emirates247.com/news/emirates/electric-cars-get-first-charger-in-dubai-2015-06-20-1.594338
http://www.kcrg.com/subject/news/electric-vehicle-owners-have-another-option-with-first-tesla-charging-station-in-eastern-iowa-20150709
http://www.news.com.au/national/western-australia/was-electric-cars-get-south-west-recharge-link/story-fnii5thn-1227408564816
http://www.wilmslow.co.uk/news/article/11748/wilmslow-one-of-first-to-get-charging-points-for-electric-vehicles
http://www.northernlife.ca/news/localNews/2015/06/23-EV-charging-science-north-sudbury.aspx
http://www.newswire.ca/en/story/1562807/two-new-fast-charge-stations-for-all-electric-vehicles-now-in-service-in-quebec


 
 
The Hybrid Vehicle and Alternative Fuel Report                                ISSN 1946-1011 
July 15, 2015                                                                                                                                               8 
  

 © 2015 Washington State Department of Transportation  

 
 All over Canada, you will be able to charge on the Sun Country Highway network 
at all twelve Ikea Canada stores, CTV News (Marowits, July 9, 2015) conveys. Ikea will 
install the chargers over the summer. Ikea offers charging in 18 countries.  
 
 Scotland’s Isle of Bute will open its first public charging station in the town of 
Rothesay this summer, The Buteman (Borland, July 4, 2015) debuts. The charger, made 
possible by funding from Transport Scotland, takes two hours to fully charge a car. In 
addition to the charging station, drivers of electric cars get half off on the ferry fare 
between the town of Rothesay on the Isle and the Scottish mainland.  
 
OTHER TECHNOLOGY 
 
 Nothing to see here, so move along. 
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